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The Construction Practice and management of the official Building in the Qing Dynasty -
Focus on the (Regulation of Ministry of Works)
Huang, Wei Lung

The Qing Dynasty, as a plethora of the Chinese traditional architecture and crafts, is an
era that the western thought of architecture was introduced. It influences the
development of the Chinese traditional architecture in many ways. The discussion of the
architecture management and institution in Qing Dynasty and the pattern of its actual
practices is helpful to the understanding of the development and transformation of the

legal history of the architecture management.

By utilizing the metaphor of life cycle and categorizing the construction process into
three phrases, i.e. before construction, under construction, and after construction, this
thesis analyzes the regulations in the book, Imperial-Sanctioned Construction
Regulations by the Ministry of Public Works. It explores and represents the architecture
management regulations of the official building in Qing Dynasty, and compares it with
the construction process in the modern time. In doing so, this thesis brushes against the
grain the fragile legal history that is de facto a field of tensions, oscilltating between
modern and tradition, the western and the eastern.



