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Research on the Redemption System in the Tang Dynasty

Kao,Tzu-Hsuan

Redemption system, which freed people from the suffering of penalty, allowed people to pay
with property in replacement of serving the actual punishment. The system was initiated in
ancient times and roughly became a regular penalty and a prototype to refer to in the Tang
dynasty. According to the conditions applicable to the redemption system in the Tang dynasty,
there were “Status privilege redemption” and “Non-status privilege redemption.” The
former was a legal privilege for the officials and the nobility and was given with several terms.

The redemption system also applied to heinous crimes.

“Non-status privilege redemption” could be divided into  “Physical factor redemption”
and “Crime redemption,” both of which had no absolute restrictions on status. The
redemption conditions above fully represented Confucianism. Other than the applicable
conditions, there were strict regulations for the procedure of the redemption system in the
Tang dynasty. With the regulations of judicial organizations, redemption restrictions and
remedies for a miscarriage of justice, the redemption system in the Tang dynasty could run

within limits.

Instead of criticizing from the perspective of the hierarchical differences in the feudal law, the
author aimed to study and analyze the redemption system in Tang dynasty on the basis of the
sympathy of the times. Aside from clarifying the relevant regulations on the redemption
system in the Tang Dynasty and the potential problems during implementation, the author
also paid attention to the Confucianism from the redemption system and its position in the
penal system, and considered that in spite of some similarities, the redemption system in the

Tang Dynasty, in fact, profusely differed from the fining system in modern times.



