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A Study of Legal and Social Problems in the
Dunhuang Manuscript “7Tang-Pan-Ji” and the
Spread of “Pan” in the Tang Dynasty

Chen, Deng-Wu

Abstract

This paper investigates “Tang-Pan-Ji,” a piece of manuscript revealed
from Dunhuang. It was completed in the early eighth century AD and
served as a critical reference when selecting official tests in Tang Dynasty.
In this document, there are a total of 23 cases, where some parts of them
are dual types of verdict belonging to two distinct subjects. Within the 19
examinations, one of them has ever appeared in the Japanese legal
instruments, indicating a significant spread of “Pan” in the intellectual
community.

The Pan-Wen in Tang Dynasty provides enriched cultural and
recreational activities. However, it has been ignored by academic
community due to the reading difficulty and literary allusions greatly
employed. Nevertheless, “Tang-Pan-Ji” offers a profusion of legal and
social issues deserving investigation and analysis.

This paper discusses the legal and social problems involved in the
verdict of “Tang-Pan-Ji.” The articles of law and the judgment are
established by highly-trained professionals under the realistic social
environments, leading to the verdict of a profound influence in Tang

Dynasty.

Keywords: Tang set, 100 sentences, legality, society, Pan Wen
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