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Dr. Ooba Osamu and Research on
Chinese Legal History
Taking The research on legal history in Qin
and Han Dynasty as the center

Xu Shihong

Abstract

Dr.Ooba Osamu is a famous Japanese scholar who studies
Chinese history. The ranges of his research extends to three aspects,
the legal history in Qin and Han Dynasty, the science of inscribed
wooden slip and the history of communication between China and
Japan. The research on legal history in Qin and Han Dynasty Z& 5%
H S FE, The research on absorbing Chinese Culture in Edo period
VLRI B s b 2 4452, and The research on inscribed
wooden slip in Han Dynasty JEfSI52 are masterpieces in these three
fields. His basic understanding of Chinese legal history is that the
object of study is the history of law and system. We study it in pursuit
of the restoration of the law and historical performance that the
governing body regains its vitality. In the research method should be
noted that we should conduct comparative study on the basis of
knowing the subject, rather than view history with today’s knowledge;
therefore, when we research, we take evidence first. Dr. Ooba has
made great achievements in the field of legal history of Qin and Han
Dynasty through researching on the system of government and
bureaucracy, marking off Chinese historical epochs by researching the

evolution of system of law and statutes, gathering lost laws and
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statutes of Han Dynasty, figuring out the legislative procedure of
statutes, discriminating the connotation of Budao “~jE& and defining
its concept, recovering the original appearance of imperial edicts. His
paper of the concept of Budao in the law of Han Dynasty JE{RFIAN
SEES, the book of edicts and edicts inscribed on the cracked slips
which unearthed in Juyan B[R EAEH +HIEAEMELEEEEE, and
the form of edicts in Han Dynasty BFXTEREERIZHE are
influential essays and his book of The research on legal history in Qin
and Han Dynasty is an important reference book on the study of

related issues.

Keywords: Ooba Osamu, inscribed wooden slip in Han Dynasty,
positivism, Legal history of Qin and Han Dynasty
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