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Observe the Law’s Intention
and Be in Tune with Popular:
The Legal Career of Qing-Dynasty Magistrate
Qiu Huang

LIU Haotian™

Qiu Huang Ff /& (1784-1858) served in various circuits and prefectures
in Shaanxi during the Daoguang SEY reign (1821-1850). He was said to be
able to settle litigation with a single word, and so was known among the
local people as a “miracle worker” (shen ren jiff \) or “Qiu Yitang” Ef—73.
It can be seen from the records of judgment, poems, and political discussions
written by Qiu Huang and records made by his contemporaries that the
disputes settled by Qiu Huang mainly concerned small matters among the
people that the lower levels of administration in the county could not resolve.
He focused on the restoration of human relations post-litigation, and in the
public trial did not forget on the one hand to seek to improve customs and on
the other to maintain the livelihood of that place. His judicial skill lay in that
he first attached importance to the inspection of deeds of contract and logical
reasoning; he did not purely stick to the provisions of the statute or even the
truth of the case. On the basis of “considering the circumstances and judging
by common sense” (kuiging chali B$[5233), he balanced the interests of
both parties so as to achieve the “permanent cessation of conflict” (yongxi
zhengjing 7K B ). Qiu Huang’s career in litigation not only represented
the customary state of the localities under Qing jurisdiction, but also
provides a new perspective and method that illuminates traditional strategies
of local governance.

Keywords: Qiu Huang, Preserved Judgments of a Prefect (Fupan lucun), folk
customs, “a legacy of benevolence to protect the people” (yiai
baomin)

* Master’s Student, Law School, China University of Political Science and Law.
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