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Jurist Zhang Yipeng’s Life, Writings,
and His Judicial Practice

HU Yizhi*

Zhang Yipeng 5E—E (1872-1944) is a well-known legal and political
figure in modern Chinese history. As a young man he first earned a juren #&
A degree in the imperial examination and then studied law in Japan. He was
active in politics for half of his life. He also worked in the judicial
department for a long time and was a lawyer. He was enthusiastic about local
public welfare, and personally experienced many important historical events.
He was one of a number of legal professionals in the late Qing dynasty and
the early Republic of China. He wrote and translated many books; for
example, he founded the Legal Affairs Magazine (Fazheng zazhi 7 EUHEEE)
in Japan, edited and translated Criminal Procedure Law (Xingshi susong fa
FIZE 578 1E) and other books, and was the first to translate the Treatise on
Legal Codes (Fadian lun £H5%) and Lectures on [the] Prosecutorial
System (Jiancha jiangyi 15225%%5) into Chinese. His legal and political
practice mainly focused on revoking extraterritoriality and other foreign
legal privileges, education, crime prevention, prison reform, and local
autonomy. Examining his life will restore this “missing person” who
participated in the process of legal modernization to public view and provide

a glimpse into the efforts of a generation of legal professionals.

Keywords: Zhang Yipeng (Chang I-p’eng), Legal Affairs Magazine (Fazheng
zazhi), local autonomy, judicial sovereignty

* Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of Law, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences.
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