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The Compromise Between Legal Tradition and
the Ideal of the Rule of Law:

Xue Siguang’s Jurisprudence and Practice During
Working at National Sun Yat-sen University

RUI Junyu™

Xue Siguang EENEYY: became a professor of law at the Law School of
National Sun Yat-sen University (guoli zhongshan daxue B17.H1KEE) in
1929, and left in 1947. During the period he servered as the head of the Law
Department, the Dean of the Law School, and the Director of the Office of
the Public Legal Adviser, and after 1949 he became a professor at the Law
Schools of many colleges and universities in Chinese mainland, where he
was engaged in the cause of legal education for 45 years. He had a profound
influence on the development of legal education and academic structure of
Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong and even China. During his tenure at
Sun Yat-sen University, his research centered on Chinese legal tradition and
practical legislation, forming a compromise between legal tradition and the
ideal of the rule of law, with both humanistic concern and pragmatic
tendencies. Through scientific methods, he hoped to compare the original
legal system and traditions with those of other legal systems, and to seek
elements to maintain the vitality of the Chinese legal system. In the 1930s,
when the Nanjing authorities completed the compilation of civil legislation,
Xue criticized, from the perspective of China’s history and reality, that the
relevant legislation had not taken into account neither the differences in basic

concepts between China’s old laws and those of foreign countries, nor the

Post-doctor, The Center for Studies of Hong Kong, Macao and Pearl River Delta,
Institute of Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao Development Studies, Sun Yat-sen
University
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existing legal reality of the country at that time. He organized and
established the Public Legal Counsel Office of Sun Yat-sen University,
aiming to popularize the rule of law by providing legal services to the public.
At the same time, centering on Guangzhou, he investigated folk customs and

legal traditions, combining research and practice to implement his ideas.

Keywords: Xue Siguang, the Chinese legal system, the People’s Legal
Advisory Office, the civil code, the Law School of National Sun

Yat-sen University



